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The first Year of School

In the first year of school, 
students learn through teaching 

interactions with others, 
experimentation, practice and play 

in the classroom.



Prep English
In the first year of school, students view, listen to and enjoy texts that entertain 

and inform, such as picture story books or, rhymes. They begin to read and 

create texts.

Students will:

 communicate with others in familiar situations

 read stories with one or more sentences, pictures and familiar vocabulary

 recognise rhyming words, syllables and sounds

 recognise letters and the most common sound they make

 listen to, read and view picture story books, stories, poetry, information 

books, films and performances

 write some words

 recognise some words and develop skills in ‘sounding out’ words

 create their own texts which often includes pictures



What does a Reading lesson look like in 
Prep?  
Students will have an hour of reading each day. 

This usually starts with the shared reading of a big book, picture story book or rhyme. This 
book will often be revisited many times during the week. 

Students will then go off to practice independently using their book boxes.  

Inside their book boxes students will have: songs, rhymes, picture story books and copies of the 
text they have been reading in class. All matched to their ability.

Some students may also be reading in a small group with the teacher.

Some of the ways in which we actively engage our students in reading are through:

 classroom libraries filled with engaging texts catered to student interests and needs

 an independent reading program that encourages reading for enjoyment and builds reading 
stamina

 multiple exposures to quality texts to stimulate learning



Newport Gardens Reading Instructional 

Model



Reading Bags
As the term progresses students will start to take home books to 
practice at home. These must be brought to school each day as 
sometimes they are required for lessons.

Students will also receive a Reading Log for you to record when and 
how well your child read at home.

In addition to this your child will also have weekly sounds/letters to 
learn and common words. Which will be explained in more detail 
shortly. 



What does a Writing lesson look like in 
Prep?
Students will have an hour of writing each day, which is usually linked to the 
Reading lesson. 

Learning to write often begins with scribbles and drawings. This is an important 
first step and should be encouraged. The next step is to write letters both 
capital and lowercase. Moving on to writing words and then short sentences. 

Some of the ways in which we actively engage our students in writing are 
through:

 shared experiences

 likes and interests

 using books they have read

 talking about their ideas

 letter formation/handwriting



Smart Phonics/Spelling

Meaningful phonics and common words for the first year of school

 Phonics is a necessary part of a rich Literacy program

 Phonics is the mapping of speech sounds(phonemes) to letters(or letter 
patters ie graphemes)

 An awareness of the links between speech sounds (phonemes) and letter 
patterns (graphemes) is one of the essentials for early reading and writing

Students will be taught: 

 weekly sounds and letters

 common words of the week 

 sentence of the week

These will be sent home as part of their homework



Prep Bag
Every year, each Victorian Government school Prep 
student receives a Prep bag at the start of Term 1. The 
Prep bag celebrates a milestone in their educational 
journey.

Last year, Prep students received five quality children's 
books to build their literacy.



Prep Numeracy

 During Numeracy in Prep, students make, count and 
order different number, they investigate numbers using 
counters, drawings, stories and games. The investigate 
measuring and collecting data.

Students will:

 Investigate a different number everyday during 100 days of school 

 Make and write numbers and investigate numbers that come before and 
after. 

 Start learning to make collection and group of numbers 

 Order Numbers from smallest to largest. 

 Investigate patterns. 

 Investigate 2d shapes around them 

 Collect and examine data. 



What does a Numeracy lesson look like 
in Prep? 

Students will have an hour of Numeracy each day. 

This usually starts with a warm up activity or games followed by an activity.  

Activities are usually based off a story or game where they will apply there 
number skills

Students will then go off to practice independently using a variety of 
materials to support their learning. 

Teacher provides tasks that cater for a variety of different abilities in the 
classroom. 

Class finishes with a reflection to talk about their learning. 



Thank You!


