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Dates to 

Remember    

2021 
 
• 1st Transition  

session—12th November 
 
• 2nd Transition  

session—19th November 
 
• 3rd Transition  

session—26th November 
 
• 4th Transition  

session— 7th December 
 

• Grade 6 Graduation— 
15th December 

 
 
 

(For further future dates, 
please see Compass  
Calendar) 

 

LAST DAY 2021 

Friday 17th December 

2PM Dismissal 
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Return to Onsite Learning 
I hope our parents are eagerly awaiting our return to school in the coming weeks. During our recent 
Curriculum Day our staff began planning for this transition within their teaching teams. These profes-
sional conversations were centred upon the support for student wellbeing, learning focuses connect-
ed to upcoming ‘Understanding by Design’ units of work and the way our specialist classes will oper-
ate as part of this hybrid model. 
 

The focus for us as a learning community to ensure that this is a positive transition for all, will be cen-
tred around:  
- student wellbeing and re-establishing peer and teacher relationships 
- reorientating our learners to SWPBS as a means of understanding behavioural interactions and how 
we exist with learning focuses, classmates, and our school site at large 
- small group experiences to encourage collaboration and cooperation 
- ensuring we utilise our ‘Instructional Model’ to have a clear structure and purpose to maximise 
learning opportunities. 
 

The ‘Return to School Plan’ will be shared with our community in the coming days which will outline 
our drop off and pickup procedures as well as our COVID-safe expectations to ensure this is a positive 
experience for everyone. 
 

We must not minimise the importance of this transition as our staff and students have been away 
from school for quite some time. If there is a greater need for support that you anticipate your child 
may require, I ask that you make contact. We have begun contacting some families to discuss the 
best way to support their children to return in a healthy and positive manner, however, I urge fami-
lies to email, should they feel it appropriate. 
blayne.wallis@education.vic.gov.au 
 

Facemasks  
A recent change to the COVID-safe expectations for our return have been shared. Face masks will be 
mandated for students in Year 3 - 6. It is recommended for our junior students in Prep - Year 2 wear a 
face mask also. 
 

We are unable to provide these to our students but ask that parents make sure that children in the 
above year levels come to school with a facemask to use during the school day. 
 

Hats 
As this gloriously warmer weather begins, I would like to remind families that students will need to 
have their school hat with them each day they are onsite. 
 

It is a requirement as a SunSmart school that all our children are adequately protected from the sun. 
As we maximise outdoor learning opportunities during Term 4, this is particularly important. 
 

Inclusive Play Space 
I can finally share that our new Inclusive Play-space is ready and raring to go! I met with the play-
auditor, contractor, and the Victorian School Building Authority last week to sign off on this project. 
 

Our children as they begin onsite learning will be able to play in this area and I know our families will 
be pleased that we can now access all gates along Woods Street. 
 

This project has been a long time in the making and I would like to thank our community for their 
contributions to the tender process and their patience as we’ve waited a considerable time. The wait 
will be worth it as we see our students enjoying this sensory and inclusive area of our grounds. 

mailto:blayne.wallis@education.vic.gov.au
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STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT TO CHILD SAFETY AND CHILD SAFETY PRINCIPLES 
 
Newport Gardens Primary School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making. Newport Gardens  
Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse. Newport Gardens Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe, 
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically 
diverse backgrounds, as well as the safety of children with a disability.  
Every person involved in Newport Gardens Primary School has a responsibility to understand the important and specific role he/she plays individually and collectively to ensure that the  
wellbeing and safety of all children and young people is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they make.  
 

We support our community to GROW as a person, IMPROVE as a learner and INCLUDE others in all opportunities.  

  Lifeline 

 

Kids Helpline 
1800 551 800 or kidshelp.com.au 

Headspace 
1800 650 890 or eheadspace.org.au 

Beyond Blue 
1300 224 636 or beyondblue.org.au 

Lifeline 
13 11 14 or lifeline.org.au 

Butterfly Foundation 
1800 334 673 or butterfly.org.au 

1800RESPECT 
1800 737 732 or 1800respect.org.au  

Coronavirus advice hotline 
1800 338 663  
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Before and After Care Procurement 
Our School Council has recently supported me in undertaking a procurement process to secure a before and after care provider for our 
community. 
 

We received many applications of a high standard. The shortlisted providers attended a recent virtual School Council meeting to present 
to our group and our Councillors had an opportunity to ask questions related to fees, program inclusions, and the Child Safe Standards. 
 

I am pleased to share that ‘Team Kids’ were the successful provider who will now engage with us in a 4-year contract as our new provider. 
This is a very dynamic and competent group who are eager to partner with us from January 2022. https://teamkids.com.au 
 

On behalf of our School Council, l I would like to thank OSHClub for the care they have taken in providing our community with a before 
and after school program for Newport Gardens Primary School over a number of years. 
 

I have begun transition planning with Team Kids and OSHClub as we enter this new contract. This transition may impact the availability of 
holiday care over a short period of time during the Christmas break. Our community will be informed of further details, later this term. 
 

We will schedule an information evening (virtual) for interested parents in the coming weeks whereby our families can meet the new pro-
vider and the permanent/full time Director of Service who will work onsite with us to deliver this new program. 
 

School Maintenance and Grounds Officer 
I am pleased to share that a new Maintenance and Grounds Officer has been appointed to our school. Paul Hinneberg was the successful 
applicant and will begin working with us from Monday 18th October. 
 

Paul has an extensive background in grounds services and OHS compliance in the private system and his expertise and attention to detail 
will be of benefit to our community. I know our community will make Paul feel welcome. 
 

Year 6 Graduation Photos 
We have managed to reschedule our upcoming Year 6 Graduation photos for November. This date will be shared with families shortly. 
 

While we are hopeful that this experience can go ahead, all decisions will be subject to public health & DET advice. 
 

Assembly 
We will have our first whole-school virtual assembly on Friday 22nd October at 1.30pm. This will be our first staggered week of onsite 
learning. The WebEx link will be shared with our community via Compass a little a closer to this date. 
 
Have an unclouded week everyone. 
 

Blayne 

Coronavirus hotline 
If you suspect you may have coronavirus (COVID-19) call the dedicated hotline—open 24 hours, 7 days. 
Please keep Triple Zero (000) for emergencies only. 

1800 675 398 

tel:1800551800
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
tel:1800650890
https://headspace.org.au/eheadspace/
tel:1300224636
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/
tel:131114
https://www.lifeline.org.au/
tel:1800334673
https://butterfly.org.au/
tel:1800737732
https://www.1800respect.org.au/
tel:1800338663
https://teamkids.com.au
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Inclusive Classrooms 
Supporting Students with Learning  

Difficulties including Dyslexia  
 

This term, NGPS staff are excited to be prioritising our 

professional development in dyslexia. Throughout this 

term, we will be taking part in a series of dyslexia train-

ing sessions with a speech pathologist and psychologist 

from our Student Support Services. Our first session will 

take place on Monday 18th October.  

 
As part of this training, staff will learn about:  

• Key characteristics of dyslexia  

• learning difficulties and disabilities, including  

co-occuring difficulties  

• literacy assessment tools  

• using collaborative and student-centred planning  

• identifying barriers to student achievement,  

engagement, and wellbeing  

• home and school partnerships  

• establishing student goals and Individual  

Education Plans  

• whole-school, classroom, and individual  

approaches  

• explicit instruction  

• progress monitoring  

• reflective practices 

 

 

Thank you 

 

Nicole Welsh 

Student Wellbeing  

Coordinator 

1 : 1 Notebook Program 2022 

Dear families, 
 
Just a reminder that all information  
regarding the Year Four – Six 1:1 Notebook  
Program for 2022 is now available on the school 
website under ‘Parent Information’.   
 
You will find details regarding the purchasing 
process, general information, and FAQ, as well 
as a link to a video presentation which will  
provide a more in depth look at the NGPS 1:1 
Program and the framework we use at the 
school to support it.  
 
Orders placed before mid November should be 
delivered before the end of the school year. 
 
If you have selected 'school delivery', your  
device will need to be imaged by our IT  
Technicians before contact is made that your  
device is ready to be picked up from the school. 
 
If you still have further questions after reading 
the documents and watching the presentation 
video, please feel free to contact the school and 
I will get back to you as soon as possible. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Daniel Faoro 
Learning Specialist and Technology Coordinator 
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