Dates to
Remember
2021

Newport Gardens
Primary School

• 1st Transition

Newsletter

session—12th November

• 2nd Transition

session—19th November

• 3rd Transition

session—26th November

• 4th Transition

session— 7th December

• Grade 6 Graduation—

October 25th, 2021

Return to Onsite Learning - Staggered Return
It has been wonderful to hear the buzz of classrooms last week as many of our children returned to
their rooms. I appreciate the efforts that our families have gone to in supporting this transition by
speaking positively about school and letting children know how important it is to be back with their
teachers and peers.
The Victorian Government has announced the easing of restrictions given the early achievement of
the 80 per cent vaccination target, from 6pm Friday 29 October. Metropolitan Melbourne year levels will return to full-time onsite learning from Monday 1 November.

15th December

All schools will now be able to recommence a range of activities, consistent with community settings
and school vaccination requirements. This will be communicated to our community via Compass in
the coming days.
(For further future dates,
please see Compass
Calendar)

LAST DAY 2021
Friday 17th December
2PM Dismissal

We are looking forward to welcoming back our final two-year levels this week - our Year 3 & 4 learners!
Student Reports - Semester 2
As the end of term draws ever closer, teachers are currently gathering evidence and drafting student
reports for the end of the year. Assessment and reporting more broadly has been different this year
and our reports will be reflective of this.
The Department of Education has stipulated the inclusions that all government schools must communicate to families when reporting against student learning in the latter part of the year. These will
only include the core areas: English and Mathematics. A progression point will be assigned to each
student in these areas, which will show progress from Semester 1 of this year.
Teacher comments will include the knowledge, concepts, skills and dispositions covered as part of
the curriculum this semester. Each report will reflect your child’s progress and achievement against
these elements which will also include a general comment and assessment against the familiar scale:
‘effort’ and ‘behaviour’.
Reports will be made available through Compass on Thursday 9th December. Should you have any
questions or concerns about your child’s report, please contact your child’s teacher.

School
Councillors
2021

Hats
Please ensure that your child has their hat with them when they return
onsite.

Jordan Harris (President)
Matthew Cooper (Treasurer)
Joanne McCafferty
Katrina Phemister
Nathan Gin
Olivia Atanasovska
Blayne Wallis

Stop & Drop
While the normalcy of school each day will become our daily experience, so
too will be the use of our Stop n Drop. This area has been inactive for much
of last term and this term, but as our community begins to travel onsite,
the need for this space has increased. I am asking our community to ensure
they are abiding by the expectations of this space and parking restrictions
before and after school.
Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.
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Team Kids
I am pleased to share that the transition plan for our new before/after care provider is well underway. Team Kids are currently recruiting their ‘Director of Service’ who will work onsite in partnership with us, full time.
We have a planned remote parent information session scheduled for 11th November at 6.30pm whereby our families can meet the
Team Kids staff and better understand what they will offer our community.
I must advise our families that vacation care will not be available this year from 24th December until January 10th as Team Kids is moving
into our space at that time.

Team Kids have now created our portal on their website so that families may register in preparation for their January take-over. Please
see the link below:
https://teamkids.com.au/venues/newport-gardens-primary/

Supports for Families
Kids Helpline
1800 551 800 or kidshelp.com.au

Headspace
1800 650 890 or eheadspace.org.au

Beyond Blue
1300 224 636 or beyondblue.org.au

Lifeline
13 11 14 or lifeline.org.au

Butterfly Foundation
1800 334 673 or butterfly.org.au

1800RESPECT
1800 737 732 or 1800respect.org.au

Coronavirus advice hotline
1800 338 663

Have a jonty week everyone.
Blayne

Lifeline

Coronavirus hotline

If you suspect you may have coronavirus (COVID-19) call the dedicated hotline—open 24 hours, 7 days.
Please keep Triple Zero (000) for emergencies only.

1800 675 398

STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT TO CHILD SAFETY AND CHILD SAFETY PRINCIPLES
Newport Gardens Primary School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making. Newport Gardens
Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse. Newport Gardens Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe,
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically
diverse backgrounds, as well as the safety of children with a disability.
Every person involved in Newport Gardens Primary School has a responsibility to understand the important and specific role he/she plays individually and collectively to ensure that the
wellbeing and safety of all children and young people is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they make.
We support our community to GROW as a person, IMPROVE as a learner and INCLUDE others in all opportunities.
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POEM by William McIlroy 3D
Bag is packed
Amazing school
Cleaners everywhere
Kids running around
The kids are in masks
Outside playing with friends

HAVE YOU HEARD?
TeamKids are our new Before, After and Vacation Care
service provider. TeamKids’ OSHC service begins with the
Summer Holiday Program on the 10th of January, 2022 and
then commencing Before and After Care on the 31st of
January.
We’re looking forward to meeting our very own full-time
Director of Service who will be dedicated to our school. The
Director of Service and their team will offer outstanding
care and experiences for our students. On the 4th November
2021 Team Kids will be running a remote Information
Session for families at 6:30pm – Information will be shared
shortly.
All families will need to register for free with TeamKids.
If you have not used TeamKids before then you will need to
register your child and add your bookings.
Please go to the website www.teamkids.com.au and select
the program and follow the enrolment instructions.
If you have used TeamKids before, please contact their Customer Service Team and they will link your account. You will
then just need to add your desired bookings.
TeamKids’ local Customer Service team is always there to
help. Please contact their Customer Service team via email
info@teamkids.com.au or phone 1300 035 000, press #1 if
you have any questions.

School is back
Classrooms full of kids
Hot in the classroom
OMG so excited
Our teachers will be happy too
Lots of sanitiser waiting to be used!

1 : 1 Notebook Program 2022
Dear families,

Just a reminder that all information
regarding the Year Four – Six 1:1 Notebook
Program for 2022 is now available on the school website under
‘Parent Information’.
You will find details regarding the purchasing process, general
information, and FAQ, as well as a link to a video presentation
which will
provide a more in depth look at the NGPS 1:1 Program and the
framework we use at the school to support it.
Orders placed before mid November should be delivered before the end of the school year.
If you have selected 'school delivery', your
device will need to be imaged by our IT
Technicians before contact is made that your
device is ready to be picked up from the school.
If you still have further questions after reading the documents
and watching the presentation video, please feel free to contact
the school and I will get back to you as soon as possible.
Thank you,
Daniel Faoro
Learning Specialist and Technology Coordinator
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WELLBEING LIBRARY
In late 2020, we received a very generous donation from Walk a
Mile in my Shoes, which has allowed us to create our wonderful
Wellbeing Library.
The Wellbeing Library is full of rich and beneficial texts to support
students’ social and emotional learning within our classrooms.
The books purchased cover a range of practical topics such as
emotional literacy, growth mindset, values, building friendships,
and mindfulness.

Teachers are using these texts to begin conversations, engage
students in discussing and exploring ideas, and providing practical strategies for our students.

Check out some of our favourite books:
Emotional Literacy

Resilience

♨️ Mindfulness

Inclusive Classrooms
Support Students with Learning Difficulties including Dyslexia
I have received an overwhelming amount of positive feedback after our first professional learning session in supporting students with dyslexia and learning difficulties. As part of our focus in this area, we will
be engaging in our second professional learning session with our Student Support Services on Monday
1st November.
For this next session, we will be focusing on establishing student goals and Individual Education Plans
and discussing whole-class and individual approaches to support learning. Teaching and learning strategies that work for students with dyslexia work for all students and can be implemented for any child who
maybe needing extra support in learning word recognition, reading fluency, spelling, and writing.
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MATHS NEWS
Hi everyone.
A big thank you to everyone who took part in our Whole School Maths Challenge last term. It was great to see so many students actively engaged in Maths tasks around the home. It was lovely to see students interacting with their parents and
family members as well.
With a return to school approaching I want to reassure parents that our teachers will be able to transfer skills developed in
remote learning back to the classroom. It has been great to see programs planned and work submitted which utelises the
equipment around the home such as kitchen materials.
Currently our teachers have been developing units of work for 2022. This term we are developing tasks, which differentiate
to the needs of all students and provide a strong level of challenge and engagement. Professional development on effective
planning and teaching of Maths will continue both this term and into next year.
This term I will be working with the Grade 6 teachers, supporting them with developing engaging units of work. I am very
much looking forward to working with the Grade 6 students as they prepare for high school mathematics and I hope we can
provide them with some challenge and engaging tasks to finish the year with.
I am very excited to be back at school this week. I will see you around the school.
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