GRADE 3 NEWS
TERM 4
NEWPORT GARDENS PRIMARY SCHOOL

BACK TO SCHOOL!
We are all very excited to return to onsite learning this term! Our students have put in a
spectacular effort throughout remote learning but we are now very pleased to welcome you
all back to school this term. We hope that you are looking forward to seeing everyone in
person again as much as we are. We understand that this will be a period of adjustment for
us all as we remember what it is like to learn and play together again, as well as get used to
new changes.
Face masks will now be mandatory for all school students in Grade 3 when indoors. They can
be removed while outdoors and which is a great excuse to take some of our learning outside
and enjoy the warmer weather in our new play area! Make sure you bring your hats everyday
to protect you from the sun.

WHATS ON THIS TERM?
READING

This term, we will continue to connect our Inquiry topic to the
modelled texts that we use in most reading sessions. Students
explored the ways that authors have portrayed the unique
Australian landscape using wordless picture books such as
‘Where the Forest Meets the Sea’ and ‘Window’. Being wordless,
the students were able to explore authors’ purpose and search for
messages via images to make meaning of a text. Our Year 3
students are currently taking a virtual tour of Australia through
the use of Alison Lestor’s book, ‘Are We There Yet’. Students will
continue to explore the landscape through a variety of Australian
authors, to investigate the plot, theme and analyse an author’s
use of words, phrases and images. Students will develop their
ability to infer by using clues found within a text along with their
prior knowledge and through meaningful connections. Students
will also participate in some Readers’ Theatre this term. Readers’
Theatre involves multiple readings of a text in a small group,
allowing students to develop their skills of fluency, phrasing,
intonation and expression

WRITING
This term students will work on creating engaging and
informative Explanation texts. They will explore the purpose of an
Explanation text which is to define how something works or why
something happens. Students will learn the structure, format,
language and style of this text type through meaningful writing
experiences. Using the writing cycle students will be given many
opportunities to plan, draft, revise, edit and publish numerous
pieces. Through the use of the rubric and ‘bump it up wall’
students will be encouraged to reflect on their writing and set
goals to help them improve.

SMART SPELLING
Students will continue to work on how to use letter-sound
relationships and less common letter combinations to spell
words. They will be introduced to some common consonant
suffixes and explore rules for adding suffixes to base words.

WHATS ON THIS TERM?
MATHS

In Maths, students will be consolidating their understanding of
the relationship between multiplication and division. They will
develop their knowledge of fact families and use this knowledge
to solve equations and real-life worded problems. In
Measurement and geometry, students will explore and use metric
units to measure time, area and mass, and look at the different
types of measuring devices and strategies that can be used. In
Statistics and Probability, students will collect, organise and
interpret data through the creation of simple surveys and
questions. They will then display the data using lists, tables and
simple graphs.

INQUIRY
This term, our inquiry topic is Geography. We will introduce the
topic using mentor texts such as Jeannie Baker’s books depicting
Australia as an ancient land with a connection to our First
Nations People, and changes in the Australian landscapes
through time. We will use Alison Lester’s book ‘Are We There Yet?’
to plot the family’s travels around Australia developing student’s
understanding of the geographic map of Australia including
states, cities and landmarks. Students will use Google Earth to
explore Australia’s place in the world in a geographic sense and
discover the many countries from around the globe that we have
come from in order to call Australia our home.

SWPBS
Students will partake in a series of Mindfulness lessons to assist
them with the transition back to onsite learning. They will
explore gratitude, meditation and mindfulness and further
investigate their strengths and what makes them unique.
During our initial return to onsite learning we will focus on
student wellbeing and connection. Students are encouraged to
bring board and card games to school on October 26th and 27th.
From November 5th, Teachers will focus on reestablishing
classroom routines and revising our SWPBS Matrix. This will
strengthen students’ understanding on what it means to be a
learner, be respectful and to be safe at Newport Gardens Primary
School.

IMPORTANT DATES:
Return to onsite learning days (see calendar below)
October 26th and 27th,
November 3rd and 5th, 8th onwards
Melbourne Cup public holiday
Tuesday 2nd of November

Cave Hill Creek Camp (pending confirmation)
Monday November 29th - December 1st

Last day of 2021 school year - 2PM Dismissal
Friday 17th December

