Dates to
Remember
2021
• Preloved Uniform Sale

23rd November 5.30pm

• 3rd Prep Transition

session—26th November

• 4th Prep Transition

session— 7th December

• Team Kids Info

Webinar— 8th December

• Grade 6 Graduation

15th December
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November 22nd, 2021
Managing COVID-19 in Schools
Based on advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, some significant changes have been made
to how cases of COVID-19 and contacts of cases are managed in schools.
Schools will continue the process of identifying contacts of a confirmed case of COVID-19 at
schools; contacts will no longer be contacted by the Department of Health with quarantine requirements. If your child is identified as a contact the school will contact you, directly. Contacts will
be required to complete a standard (PCR) test within 24 hours from when they are identified by
the school as a contact.
If the PCR test returns a negative result, the student can immediately return to school, with evidence of the negative result provided to the school. It is strongly recommended that contacts complete five days of rapid antigen tests in the morning before they attend school, however this is no
longer compulsory.

• Grade 5 Camp

22nd to 24th November

You will be able to obtain these testing kits from testing centers from Monday 22 November if your
child is required to complete a standard PCR test.

• Grade 3 Camp

29th November to
1st December

• Grade 2 Sleepover

10th December

LAST DAY 2021
Friday 17th December
1.30 PM Dismissal

In exceptional circumstances the Department of Health may determine that contacts in significant
school outbreaks are still required to quarantine for seven days. In this scenario, students will be
notified directly of any additional quarantine arrangements.
The Department of Education will soon release a new Operations Guide - any further information
will be shared with our community shortly.
As we head into the final few weeks of the school year, please continue to care for yourself and
those around you.
Showcase of Learning - Term 4
We will round out the year with our final Showcase of Learning for 2021! Each year level will have a
morning or afternoon allocation whereby parents can visit the classrooms and share in the
achievements of our learners this term. The children will be showcasing, amongst other things,
their Performance Based Assessment (PBA) from their current unit of work.
Parent groups will be allocated by surname so that we are ensure that we are still abiding by
COVID-safe behaviours when onsite. We look forward to seeing you all there!

School
Councillors
2021
Jordan Harris (President)
Matthew Cooper (Treasurer)
Joanne McCafferty
Katrina Phemister
Nathan Gin
Olivia Atanasovska
Blayne Wallis
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Unexplained Absences
All schools must abide the ‘Attendance and Absence Guide’ to record different types of attendances and absences accurately. This is important to:
•
ensure the safety and wellbeing of all students by monitoring their attendance.
•
assist in identifying and resolving barriers, and access, to education when a student is absent often and if the student needs additional support to attend school.
•
assist schools to meet their duty of care to minimise the risk of reasonably foreseeable
harm to a student.
•
enable DET to meet reporting requirements at a State and Commonwealth level.
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Currently we have many outstanding ‘unexplained absences’ on Compass. I am asking all parents to ensure that they use Compass to
accurately record the reason for their child’s absence. We are currently phoning parents and asking that this is completed as soon as
possible so that our attendance records are accurate before years end.

Year 6 Graduation
With the easing of restrictions, we are pleased to share that our parents will be able to attend onsite to participate in our most-senior
students’ graduation ceremony. This exciting event will take place on Wednesday 15th December.

Have an effervescent week everyone.
Blayne

Kids Helpline
1800 551 800 or kidshelp.com.au

Headspace
1800 650
890 or eheadspace.org.au

Beyond Blue
1300 224 636 or beyondblue.org.au

Lifeline
13 11 14 or lifeline.org.au

Butterfly Foundation
1800 334 673 or butterfly.org.au

1800RESPECT
1800 737 732 or 1800respect.org.au

Coronavirus advice hotline
1800 338 663
Lifeline

Coronavirus hotline

If you suspect you may have coronavirus (COVID-19) call the dedicated hotline—open 24 hours, 7 days.
Please keep Triple Zero (000) for emergencies only.

1800 675 398

STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT TO CHILD SAFETY AND CHILD SAFETY PRINCIPLES
Newport Gardens Primary School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making. Newport Gardens
Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse. Newport Gardens Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe,
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or linguistically
diverse backgrounds, as well as the safety of children with a disability.
Every person involved in Newport Gardens Primary School has a responsibility to understand the important and specific role he/she plays individually and collectively to ensure that the
wellbeing and safety of all children and young people is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they make.
We support our community to GROW as a person, IMPROVE as a learner and INCLUDE others in all opportunities.
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SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWSLETTER
School Council (SC) held our penultimate meeting for the year on the 17th November. It’s a busy time of the year as planning is well underway for 2022, so it was great to kick off the meeting with a wonderful presentation from two of our JSC students, Lottie and Sahara,
on a fundraising request to raise money for soccer nets (which was obviously approved unanimously!).
As always, Blayne presented her Principals Report, which had a heavy focus on planning for next year. The Tutoring Initiative will continue next year, again with funding from the State Government but with a sizeable contribution by the school itself. Prep transitions are
underway and Blayne advised that we are close to finalising and signing off on our School Strategic Plan and Annual Implementation
Plan, with 2022 having a focus on numeracy, literacy and student wellbeing.
A significant role of SC is to be accountable for school finances. It’s pleasing to say that our current finances are in excellent order, giving
the school flexibility in the coming year. Indicative budget planning 2022 operating costs has been completed by the school leadership
teams and was signed off by the SC. Our new Team Kids OSH Club agreement was ratified, as was an access agreement for a local
sporting club.
The Education sub-committee (led by Olivia) shared some wonderful work done by the School Leadership teams in setting up a comprehensive (by year level) framework for teachers to conduct their 5 and 10 day Start-up programs next year. With much of the heavy lifting done, teachers will be able to focus on setting learning expectations, getting to know their students and creating learning spaces, all
while beginning to deliver the curriculum. This year, some students have been participating in a debating program (which has shown
some great outcomes) alongside the Governments High Ability Program. Both of these will continue next year in an expanded form,
with the possibility of a formal debating team being created. New teachers to the school can also look forward to a dedicated day for
induction in 2022 as they settle in to NGPS.
Our wonderful parent’s club FoNGs provided a report from their meeting this week. SC has approved some great activities and initiatives for next year (I’ll let them fill you in about that in due course!). FoNGs are also taking the opportunity to develop their own unique
branding, mission and values. This will involve a competition that the whole school can get involved in, so also keep an eye out for that.
It is without a doubt that FoNGs plays a critical role in providing experiences for our children and community that bring us all closer together.
Without FoNGs, such special events like the Art Show, School Disco and Father’s and Mother’s Day breakfasts wouldn’t happen. Our
Christmas and Easter raffles wouldn’t occur, nor the fabulous Prep Packs, to name but a few examples. Icy poles and sausage sizzles
would never see the light of day.
And yes, while the events organised and run by FoNGs does help raise money for the school, these events, and FoNGs, are about much
more than that.
It’s about growing and embracing our parent cohort within the wider school community. FoNGs provides an informal forum where parents can mingle and chat, meet new parents or propose new ideas. This in itself is an invaluable resource that parents can utilise.
As always, every little bit counts, and while you may not be able to make it to any or all meetings, or be able to take a hand in organising
events, I urge you to consider where you can be of service. Any help you can give in volunteering your time or expertise will make a
difference not only to FoNGs, the school and our children, but I believe also to you.
Giving feels good.
Last but not least, over the last couple of meetings, SC has been discussing grounds improvement ideas and projects that SC could be in
a financial position to invest in based on the benefit to the school community. You will have seen in last week’s newsletter the ideas
generated by staff and students. Now, while there are a few things like a pool, trampolines, canteen or a school dog that won’t be possible, that ideas list, along with other sources of ideas, is strongly informing SC’s decision making. Some of these will be done as part of
existing strategies or programs within the school, but the SC is reviewing what larger items and ideas to hopefully implement. When we
have more certainty in the new year we’ll share those. However, when considered alongside our new play space and shade sail grant,
and looking at the next 4 years with our Strategic Plan, it’s an exciting time at the school.
Warm Regards
Jordan Harris, SC President (on behalf of School Council)
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WELLBEING NEWS
NGPS All About Me Transition Profiles

Dear Families,

Thank you to our NGPS families who have
already complete and returned your
child’s All About Me Transition profile.

You are invited to a Zoom Family Info webinar,
hosted by TeamKids.

The NGPS All About Me Transition Profiles
were sent via Compass last week.

When: Dec 8, 2021 06:30 PM Canberra, Melbourne,
Sydney
Topic: Newport Gardens PS - Family Info Webinar

Please download and complete this profile
with your child/ren. Or, if you require a
paper copy, please contact your child’s
classroom teacher.

Register in advance for this webinar:
https://teamkids-au.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_IBSat0RZQKiGiSaJHOuSLw

Transition Profiles can be emailed or printed and returned to your child’s classroom
teacher by Friday 3rd December.

After registering, you will receive a confirmation
email containing information about joining the
webinar.
We look forward to speaking with you then!

TeamKids
Kind regards
Aaron Osborne
Program Operations
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STUDENT AWARDS
SWPBS

GROWTH

INCLUSION

IMPROVEMENT

Prep B Leticia O'Hagan-Hernandez

Prep A Sam Joyce

2C

Beau Bartlett

Prep A Sullivan Winder

1B

Oriel Ettle

Prep B Ivy Elmer

5B

Alexia Zafiropoulos

Prep A Austin Miller

1B

Sinaia Gretgrix

1A

Maham Janjua

5C

Greta Ambrose

Prep A Hannah Elliott

1B

Paige Morris

1D

Adam Nasser

5D

Aston Sharp

Prep B Amira Saoud

1B

Jake Taylor

2A

Clancy Hammon

6A

Loren Felice

1B

Vivienne Buttsworth

Prep D Amira Kadour

3A

Ethan Dickinson

6A

Madi Harris

1C

Zara Hawli

1D

Mia Dickinson

Pippa Mallory

Mohammed Abou-Zeid

Noora Dennaoui

1C

3B

6B

1D

Darcy Steel

1C

Bonnie Innes

3B

Ella Jackson

1D

Alexander McIlroy

1D

Isabella Gin

3C

Ruben Nicholas

2A

Lucas Blitsas

3C

Hayden Turnley

2B

Emily Thompson

3C

Arizona De Blank

2B

Huxley Lord Gamble

Iman Joud

2C

Nate Forrest

2D

Peter Foscolos

3D

Zarah Kandasamy

5A

Jett Raczkowski

5B

Grayson Bradfield

5D

Isaac Koutsiouris

6A

Coco Cummins

2A

Harry Barnes

2C

Fatma Nur

2D

Luke Herman

3C

3A

Cooper Peterson

3C

Finn Blacklow

3A

Aurora Ambrose

4B

Dejan Base

3A

Jarvis Coyle

4C

Amy Fowler

4A

Jenson King

4C

Lachlan Gilchrist

4A

Ava Boyce

5A

Zhao Nguyen

4B

Austin Winder

5B

Gabriella Stulgis

4B

Genevieve Benjamin

6A

Renee Papakalodoukas

5A

Elena Papadopoulos

6B

Amelia Cahill

5C

Violet Phemister

6C

Estee Rossow

5D

Charlotte Turnley

6A

Mason Doumtsis

6B

Josh Godfrey

6C

Archie King

6C

Gibson Baylor
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FAMILIES OF NEWPORT GARDENS
FoNGs met early last week to regroup after the recent lockdowns and to start putting plans together for some exciting events
in the new year, such as a school family picnic evening in February. With the support of the School Council we will shortly be
running a competition to give FoNG's a brand. This will assist FoNG's in the continued development of our mission and
values. Keep an eye out on Compass and next week's newsletter for more information.
The Preloved School Uniform sale is on tomorrow night from 5.30pm. With every item only $5! We hope to see you all there.
FoNG's focus is to continue to build and strengthen our amazing school community and family cohort, if you would like to
join FoNG's or would like to find out more about what we offer, please email the FoNG committee at :

familiesofngps@gmail.com
Have an amazing week and see you tomorrow night at the Preloved Uniform Sale.
Tash Peterson
President FoNG
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Australian Girls Choir Open Day
Look no further than the Australian Girls Choir (AGC) because we encourage, challenge and inspire girls as they learn to sing,
dance and perform. School aged girls are invited to come along to our Open Days on Saturday
December 4 and Sunday December 5 to try our fun and inclusive classes and learn more about being part of the AGC!
Please visit our website to register to attend our free Open Day: https://ausgirlschoir.com.au/joinagc
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